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bears the name of ' Mama Dokuree,' and is mentioned by the
author of the Oriental Memoirs
In all these modes of trial, and many others which are of
daily use in different parts of Goozerat, the principle is the
same The judges tacitly admitting their incompetency to sit
in judgment upon the accused, require him to pronounce upon
his own guilt or innocence, by refusing or accepting the trial
which is pioposed to him Thej arc all of them, therefore,
equally appeals to the judicium Dei—are, 111 fact, ordeals l
1 William of Malmesbury mentions, as a proof of the sanctity of the
' old church' of Glastoubury, ' that within the memory of man, all
' persons who, before undergoing the ordeal of fire or water, there put
' up their petitions, exulted in their escape, one only excepted,' of whose
case, however, he declines to inform tis If the assertion be a true one,
we fear that the sanctity of this ' depositary of so many saints ' must
occasionally have been prostituted to the support of falsehood
Similar miracles were wrought at the shrine of St Thomas & Becket,
at Canterbury, as we are told by a monkish historian who lived at the
tune of the Saint's martyrdom, and from whose work it may be gathered,
that the royal officers had then frequent recourse to the trial by water
ordeal ' Two men,' he says, ' were impeached upon the Forest Act
' for stealing deer, and being tned by the water ordeal, one was cast,
' and hanged, the other, by invoking St Thomas's intercession, escaped
' Another, accused of having stolen a whet stone and pau of gloves,
' was convicted by the water ordeal, and had his eyes dug out, and some
' of his members were cut off, but were perfectly restored to him by the
* intercession of the martyr, which he implored '
It was not, therefore, only upon special occasions that the ordeal
was used in England it was, m fact, the soul of the original Anglo
Saxon system of law,—the only species of trial which existed Nor
was it until the reign of Henry in, that the trial by ordeal was abolished
Up to that time it had been sanctioned by the clerical as well as the
temporal rulers, both m England and Sweden, being performed, as we
are told by Blackstone, only m the churches or other consecrated
ground Notwithstanding this fact, it appears, however, that the
church was mainly instrumental in the abolition, for we find royal
letters, of the third year of the reign of Henry, addressed to the itinerant
judges of the counties of Lancaster, Cumberland, and Westmoreland
(the northern circuit of that day), announcing to them that because it
was not determined, previous to the opening of the circuit, what form
of trial they should undergo who were charged with robbery, murder,
arson, and the like, ' since the ordeal of fire and water had been pro
*hibited by the Roman church,' (cum prohibitum sit per ecolesiam
Bomanam juohcium ignis et aquje), it had been provided by the fang
m. council that the judges should proceed m a particular manner then

